TIMBER   TRADE.                          Ill

hours, and sometimes throughout the whole day
and night; yet, the rainy season had nearly ex-
hausted itself when I arrived, and some short
time before, it had rained for three weeks with-
out intermission. These alterations of the wea-
ther, however, had no effect whatever on me,
for, rain or shine, I went about, at all hours, as
much at my ease as if I had been in England;
and instead of suffering any illness or annoyance
from the fluctuations and uncertainty of the season,
I really found my health improved.

The brig Atalanta came down the river this
morning, and anchored off Freetown, having taken
in a cargo of timber at Bance Island. There was
not a single vessel left up the river, which was
remarked as an extraordinary circumstance, for
since the year 1816, when the contract for African
timber commenced, such an event had not taken
place.

From the observations I made while I remained
at Freetown, it occurred to me that a plan might
be adopted, with good effect, for improving the
management of the timber trade. I should recom-
mend that an old ship be moored in the river, a
little above Freetown, and housed over for the pur-
pose of receiving the crews of such vessels as go up
the river to take in their cargoes. The object of
this arrangement would be to give the crews an
opportunity of refitting, rigging, and repairing
the sails of their own vessels, or of any others that